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Background to Anti-
Arab Hate Crimes and
Islamophobia in the West

Anti-Arab hate crimes and Islamophobia in Europe
and North America has markedly increased since
9/11, and again following the rise of Daesh and
Trump’s presidency.' Both mainstream Western
media and Western politicians have repeatedly
conflated Islam with terrorism, namely by associating
Muslims with support for Al-Qaeda and Daesh.?
Muslims are more likely than Americans of any other
religious backgrounds to report experiencing racial or
religious discrimination.’

Throughout Europe and North America, several high-
profile anti-Arab or Islamophobic hate crimes have
taken place, such as French media Charlie Hebdo’s
derogatory cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad,* and
the burning of the Qur’an in Sweden and the Hague.?

In recent years, several Western governments have
passed Islamophobic laws, including: France’s ban on
the burqa,® Switzerland’s ban on building minarets,’
and the ‘Muslim ban’ enforced by the US.8 These
laws have stigmatised Islam as incompatible with
Western democracies, and embolden Islamophobes in
the West.’

Simultaneously, there has been a systematic anti-
Palestinian bias in mainstream Western media outlets,
such as The New York Times, which impacts how
Western populations understand the power dynamics
at play and their political sympathies."
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Rise in Islamophobia:

The Statistics

In the UK, Islamophobic incidents increased by

500%

in the month acter 7 October, compared to the
same period last year.!!

In the US, Islamophobic incidents increased by

182%

between 7 October and 24 October, compared
to the same period last year.'?

In Canada, Islamophobic incidents increased by

1,300%

in the month after 7 October, according to the
National Council of Canadian Muslims. "

In Germany, police in Berlin made over

850

arrests in the first three weeks following

7 October, mostly of people with presumed
pro-Palestinian sympathies.* This does not
include people who were detained at protests,
which is estimated to be in the hundreds,
according to legal experts.

Data collected by the Global Project Against
Hate and Extremism shows that the digital
platform 4chan—an anonymous, unregulated
online messaging forum—saw a

479%

increase in the use of explicit antisemitic and
anti-Muslim slurs, along with calls to kill both
groups between 6 October and 8 October.®’

In Australia, reports of Islamophobia
have increased

thirteen-fold

between 7 October and 24 November,
compared to pre-October 7 levels.®



Contributing
Factors

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT




8 | PALESTINE - THE RISE OF HATE CRIMES AND ISLAMOPHOBIA | DECEMBER 2023

Contributing
Factors

Media Rhetoric Post-7 October

Much of the mainstream media in the West has
parroted the Israeli state language about Hamas, in
particular its status as a terrorist organisation, and the
Israeli government’s attempt to link Hamas to ISIS in
the days after 7 October.!

The acontextual analysis of 7 October , and the
framing of the “war” with Gaza from an Israeli
perspective, resulted in Western media consistently
criticising Arabs and Muslims who attempted to
provide a pro-Palestinian perspective in the media.'
The repetition of “do you condemn Hamas?” has
been consistently used by journalists to stigmatise
and delegitimise pro-Palestinian voices,'¢ and

any sympathy with the Palestinian cause grossly
misappropriated with showing allegiance to Hamas.

Western media coverage of pro-Palestine
demonstrations has also repeatedly portrayed
demonstrators as pro-Hamas and anti-Semitic, whilst
also emphasising the significant numbers of Arabs
protesting,'” thus negatively stereotyping Arabs and
Muslims and making them a target for hate.'®

Governmental Rhetoric Post-7
October

Many government officials in the West have conflated

Arabs and Muslims with Hamas since 7 October.
For example, UK Labour Party leader Keir Starmer
used a publicity visit to an Islamic Centre in Wales
to call for Hamas release hostages.'” The Muslim
Association of Britain responded to the incident on

social media platform X by asking: “Are the hostages

being held in a South Wales Mosque?”?°

Government officials, such as the former UK Home
Secretary Suella Braverman, have also incited hate
by framing pro-Palestinian demonstrations as “hate
marches”.?! In correspondence to chief constables,
she also “encouraged police to consider” that the
pro-Palestinian chant: ‘From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free’ and waving the Palestinian
flag can be understood as an “expression of a violent
desire to see Israel erased” or as “glorifying acts of
terrorism”.*

Elsewhere in Europe, France banned pro-Palestine
protests, with French Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin stating the protests were “likely to generate
disturbances to the public order”®*. One protester said
he was fined €135 ($140) for wearing the keffiyeh, a
traditional Palestinian scarf.®

In Germany, a protestor was pulled out from the
crowd by police. After she was frisked and her
identification checked, her sign — which read ‘Israel is
a terrorist state’ — was confiscated. Police told her she
could pick up the sign the next day.*

US President Joe Biden, as well as other government
officials, repeated false claims about Hamas
beheading 40 Israeli babies — he even claimed to have
seen pictures — which created hysteria, Islamophobia,
and anti-Arab hatred in the aftermath of 7 October.?
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Anti-Arab
Hate Crimes

Violent Attacks on Other Incidents of Hate Crimes
Palestinians in the US

* In Germany, the Kurdish-Syrian lawmaker
Jian Omar has suffered from three hate
crimes since 7 October.? She received hate-
filled flyers mixed with glass and faeces at

Since 7 October, two devastating shootings of
Palestinians have taken place in the US.

. On 14 October, Wadea Al_Fayoume’ a Six- her COnStituency Ofﬁce, as well as a broken
year-old Palestinian American, was stabbed window and an attack by a hammer-wielding
to death by his 71-year-old landlord in assailant.

[llinois.* The sherift’s office said he was
“targeted by the suspect due to them being
Muslim and the ongoing Middle Eastern
conflict involving Hamas and the Israelis”.?

* On 26 November, three Palestinian college
students, all aged 20, were shot in Vermont
whilst wearing keffiyehs and speaking in
Arabic.? Whilst two of the victims, Kinnan
Abdalhamid and Tahseen Ahmed, are
expected to make a full recovery, Brown
university student Hisham Awartani has been
paralysed from the chest down due to a bullet
lodged in his spine.?” The victims’ families
are demanding that the incident is treated as a
hate crime.?®
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Islamophobia

Attacks on Mosques

* In Germany, attacks on mosques since 7
October number almost as many as all
previous months of 2023 combined.*

* In France, the Ibn Ben Badis Mosque in
Paris received a written arson threat in late
October from a member of the far right.*!
The French Muslim Council also received 42
letters containing threats or insults between 7
October and 1 November.*

* Inthe UK, a pig’s head was left outside the
proposed site of a new mosque in Lancashire
on 8 October.** Also, a mosque in West
London was covered in red paint three times
in just two weeks.*

Attacks on Hijabis

In the US, a 16-year-old girl taking the
subway on 18 October was attacked by the
man sitting next to her, who said: “you’re a
terrorist, you don’t belong here”, and tried to
forcibly remove her hijab.*

In the UK, two hijabi women were arrested
by the Met Police over holding Arabic
placards because they had no interpreter
available at the march.*

Legal Attacks on Islam

On 28 November, The Court of Justice of the
European Union ruled that public authorities
in EU states can prohibit employees from

wearing signs of religious belief, such as a
hijab.?’
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Suppression of
Pro-Palestine voices

Police Brutality

Amnesty International has reported police
brutality in Europe at pro-Palestine protests,
and in some cases the banning of protest
altogether.*®

On 11 November, a 9-year-old boy was left
needing hospital treatment after a police
officer allegedly shoved the boy at a national
march for Palestine in London.*

In Germany, police violence against
pro-Palestine protestors was reported in
several German cities, including Berlin,
Frankfurt, and Munich.* German police also
confiscated pro-Palestinian signs and told
protestors to destroy others.*!

In France, the police used teargas and war
cannons on pro-Palestinian rallies in Paris
on 1 October, citing that the protests were
“likely to generate disturbances to public
order”.*

In the U.S., Washington DC police

used pepper spray and fired projectiles
disseminating chemical irritants on pro-
Palestine protestors outside the Capitol on
November 15%, and also shoved one protestor
down a staircase.* Reports of police pushing
individuals with disabilities and chronic
illnesses was also recorded.*

Criminalisation of Palestinian
Organisations, Culture, and
Events

* In Germany, schools in Berlin have been
given official permission to ban keffiyehs
since 7 October.* On 12 October, the
German Chancellor has also banned the
Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity
Network for ‘supporting Hamas’,* and
raided the homes of some of its staff.*’

- Additionally, the Frankfurt Book fair
postponed their event to honour the
Palestinian writer Adania Shibli for her
book, 4 Minor Detail #

- Several pro-Palestinian artists, including
Bangladeshi photojournalist Shahidul
Alam and Haitian art curator Anais
Duplan, have had their exhibitions in
Germany cancelled due to allegations of
anti-Semitism simply for speaking out
about the genocide in Gaza.*”

* In the UK, the book launch of author Nathan
Thrall’s book 4 Day in the Life of Abed
Salama: A Palestine Story on 12 October was
cancelled by the policy for alleged security
reasons.> His US book launches have since
also been cancelled.®!

- The Arnolfini art gallery in Bristol also
cancelled two Palestinian film events held
as part of Bristol’s Palestine Film festival,
due to concerns that performances
and panels might “stray into political

activity”.%?
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Suppression of Pro-Palestine voices

* In France, the premiere of a play based on
the life of Palestinian Ahmed Tobasi, who

Withdrawal of Academia
on Palestine

was born in Jenin during the second intifada
and became disillusioned with political
movements — turning to theatre as a form of
resistance — was postponed.*

- The Paris performance of Iraqi
playwright Hassan Abdulrazzak’s
And Here I Am was also postponed
indefinitely, allegedly as a gesture of
“appeasement” in light of 7 October.**

Suspension and Withdrawal of
Offers from University Students

In the US, Colombia University Students

for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jewish
Voice for Peace were suspended after staging
protests on campus.>

- SJP has also been suspended at George
Washington University.*

- Alaw firm also rescinded job offers
to Colombia and Harvard students
who had taken part in protests and led
student groups that issued statements
condemning Israel.”’

- Additionally, MIT has partially
suspended students who occupied a
university building for a ‘die-in’ to raise
awareness of the genocide in Gaza.™

In the UK, SOAS suspended four university
students and three alumni for holding a rally
for Gaza on 12 October.”

In Canada, the University of Ottawa
suspended a medical student due to pro-
Palestine social media posts.®

The Harvard Law Review has withdrawn

its decision to publish an essay titled

“The Ongoing Nakba: Towards a Legal
Framework for Palestine’, by the Palestinian
doctoral candidate Rabea Eghbariah, after its
initial approval.®' It would have been the first
article by a Palestinian scholar published by
The Harvard Legal Review.



16 | PALESTINE - THE RISE OF HATE CRIMES AND ISLAMOPHOBIA | DECEMBER 2023

Footnotes

12 “20 years after 9/11, Islamophobia continues to
haunt Muslims’ ABC News (11 September 2011)
available at https://abecnews.go.com/US/20-years-
911-islamophobia-continues-haunt-muslims/
story?id=79732049

3 ‘Islamophobia: Understanding Anti-Muslim
Sentiment in the West’ Gallup (2011) available
at https://news.gallup.com/poll/157082/

islamophobia-understanding-anti-muslim-
sentiment-west.aspx

4 ‘Reprinting the Charlie Hebdo cartoons is not
about free speech’ 4/ Jazeera (10 September
2020) available at https://www.aljazeera.com/
opinions/2020/9/10/reprinting-the-charlie-hebdo-
cartoons-is-not-about-free-speech

‘Islamophobia makes democracies less safe for
everyone’ Al Jazeera (27 January 2023) available
at https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/1/27/

islamophobia-makes-democracies-less-safe-for-
everyone

6 ‘LAW no. 2010-1192 of October 11, 2010
prohibiting the concealment of the face in
public spaces (1)’ French National Assembly
and Senate (24 March 2020) available at
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/
JORFTEXT000022911670

‘Swiss vote to ban construction of minarets on
mosques’ The Guardian (29 November 2009)
available at https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2009/nov/29/switzerland-bans-mosque-
minarets

8 ‘20 years after 9/11, Islamophobia continues to
haunt Muslims’ ABC

?  ‘Islamophobia makes democracies less safe for
everyone’ Al Jazeera

10 “The New York Times distorts the Palestinian
struggle: A case study of anti-Palestinian bias
in US news coverage of the First and Second
Palestinian Intifadas’ Media, War and Conflict (6
June 2023) available at https://journals.sagepub.
com/doi/abs/10.1177/17506352231178148

< BACK TO CONTENTS

¢ ‘T was terrified’: Islamophobic incidents up by

600% in UK since Hamas attack’ ITV News

(9 November 2023) available at https://www.
itv.com/news/2023-11-09/i-was-terrified-
islamophobic-incidents-up-by-600-in-uk-since-
hamas-attack

‘For Muslim Americans, a spike in hate incidents
feels reminiscent of post 9/11 Islamophobia’ NBC
News (31 October 2023) available at https://
www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-

americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-
post-911-islam-rcnal22570

‘Muslim groups report ‘skyrocketing’ number of
Islamophobic incidents across Canada’ Montreal
Gazette (13 November 2023) available at
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/
muslim-groups-report-skyrocketing-number-of-
islamophobic-incidents-across-canada

‘Gaza and Global Jihad’ Foreign Affairs (2
November 2023) available at https://www.

foreignaffairs.com/palestinian-territories/gaza-
and-global-jihad

‘Western coverage of Israel’s war on Gaza — bias
or unprofessionalism?’ A/ Jazeera (29 October
2023) available at https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2023/10/29/western-coverage-of-israels-

war-on-gaza-bias-or-unprofessionalism

“Do you condemn Hamas?’ — why a seemingly
legitimate question has become controversial’
Forward (10 November 2023) available at
https://forward.com/culture/569204/why-do-you-
condemn-hamas-has-become-controversial/

‘The Pro-Hamas Protesters Are the Movement,
Not Outliers’ National Review (7 November
2023) available at https://www.nationalreview.
com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-
the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The%20
Pro%2DHamas%20Protesters%20Are%20
the%20Movement%2C%20Not%200utliers,-
Pro%?2DPalestinian%?20students&text=Even%20
a%20brief%20l00k%?20at,Jews%20in%20the%20

Holy%?20Land.



https://abcnews.go.com/US/20-years-911-islamophobia-continues-haunt-muslims/story?id=79732049
https://abcnews.go.com/US/20-years-911-islamophobia-continues-haunt-muslims/story?id=79732049
https://abcnews.go.com/US/20-years-911-islamophobia-continues-haunt-muslims/story?id=79732049
https://news.gallup.com/poll/157082/islamophobia-understanding-anti-muslim-sentiment-west.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/157082/islamophobia-understanding-anti-muslim-sentiment-west.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/157082/islamophobia-understanding-anti-muslim-sentiment-west.aspx
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/9/10/reprinting-the-charlie-hebdo-cartoons-is-not-about-free-speech
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/9/10/reprinting-the-charlie-hebdo-cartoons-is-not-about-free-speech
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/9/10/reprinting-the-charlie-hebdo-cartoons-is-not-about-free-speech
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/1/27/islamophobia-makes-democracies-less-safe-for-everyone
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/1/27/islamophobia-makes-democracies-less-safe-for-everyone
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/1/27/islamophobia-makes-democracies-less-safe-for-everyone
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000022911670
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000022911670
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/nov/29/switzerland-bans-mosque-minarets
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/nov/29/switzerland-bans-mosque-minarets
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/nov/29/switzerland-bans-mosque-minarets
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/17506352231178148
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/17506352231178148
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-11-09/i-was-terrified-islamophobic-incidents-up-by-600-in-uk-since-hamas-attack
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-11-09/i-was-terrified-islamophobic-incidents-up-by-600-in-uk-since-hamas-attack
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-11-09/i-was-terrified-islamophobic-incidents-up-by-600-in-uk-since-hamas-attack
https://www.itv.com/news/2023-11-09/i-was-terrified-islamophobic-incidents-up-by-600-in-uk-since-hamas-attack
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/muslim-groups-report-skyrocketing-number-of-islamophobic-incidents-across-canada
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/muslim-groups-report-skyrocketing-number-of-islamophobic-incidents-across-canada
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/muslim-groups-report-skyrocketing-number-of-islamophobic-incidents-across-canada
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/palestinian-territories/gaza-and-global-jihad
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/palestinian-territories/gaza-and-global-jihad
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/palestinian-territories/gaza-and-global-jihad
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/29/western-coverage-of-israels-war-on-gaza-bias-or-unprofessionalism
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/29/western-coverage-of-israels-war-on-gaza-bias-or-unprofessionalism
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/29/western-coverage-of-israels-war-on-gaza-bias-or-unprofessionalism
https://forward.com/culture/569204/why-do-you-condemn-hamas-has-become-controversial/
https://forward.com/culture/569204/why-do-you-condemn-hamas-has-become-controversial/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/the-pro-hamas-protesters-are-the-movement-not-outliers/#:~:text=The Pro%2DHamas Protesters Are the Movement%2C Not Outliers,-Pro%2DPalestinian students&text=Even a brief look at,Jews in the Holy Land

17 | PALESTINE - THE RISE OF HATE CRIMES AND ISLAMOPHOBIA | DECEMBER 2023

Footnotes continued...
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64 ‘German police crack down on pro-Palestine
rallies, raising alarm’ A/ Jazeera (10 November
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news/2023/11/10/germany-gaza-protests-
crackdown

65 ‘Islamophobic reports up thirteen-fold since
October’ Third Sector (30 November 2023)
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islamophobic-reports-up-thirteen-fold-since-
october-7th/

6 ‘Beyond guilt: How pro-Palestine Jews are
resisting Germany’s ‘McCarthyist’ crackdown’
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at https://www.newarab.com/analysis/how-
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mccarthyism
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