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“You are stripped of all your clothes. All 
of them. You are asked to be in a position 
where you expose your sensitive areas. 
And they mess with them. They mess 
with your genitals. The magnetometer 
device, that they use to search your body, 
he wants to put it inside you, while you’re 
naked. Imagine that they try to put a 
magnetometer in your behind. And they 
start with the verbal harassment. For 
example, he asked me a question, “Do 
you have haemorrhoids?” I told him no. 
He said, “We will give you haemorrhoids.” 

A Palestinian man 
previously held hostage in 
Israeli torture chambers.1

© Majid Asgaripour, West Asia News Agency via Reuters
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© Moti Milrod, AP
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Zionism as  
Rape Culture

01

Zionism is inherently imbued with rape culture. 
Zionism is predicated on the non-consensual 
pillaging, conquest, and desecration of Palestinian 
and Arab land, the forced imposition of Jewish 
settlers on Palestinian communities, and the exertion 
of Zionist control over Palestinian bodies.2

Given Zionist ideology is concerned primarily with 
desecration at its core, it is perhaps unsurprising that 
Zionists have used rape since their initial terrorist 
attacks in Palestine in 1947, when Zionist terror 
groups, such as the Hagenah, raped and mutilated 
Palestinian women as part of the Nakba.3

As part of this rapist ideology, Zionists also support 
the rape of non-Jewish people in order to further 
Zionism’s goals.4 For example, Rabbi Karim – 
who was appointed the chief rabbi of the Israeli 
occupation forces (IOF) in 2016 – condoned rape “in 
times of war”, as long as the victims were non-Jewish 
women.5 

Moreover, protests erupted against the prosecution of 
nine Israeli torturers who had raped Palestinians held 
hostage in Israeli torture chambers.6 

Indeed, a poll revealed that most Israelis believe that 
Israeli torturers who rape Palestinians should not be 
prosecuted.7

When asked by Ahmad Tibi, one of the Arab MPs 
within the Israeli Knesset if it was legitimate “to 
insert a stick into a person’s rectum”, Hanoch 
Milwidsky, a member of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s ruling Likud party, responded: “If he is a 
Nukhba [Hamas militant], everything is legitimate to 
do! Everything!”8 
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“I was moved to a section I didn’t know inside Sde 
Teiman. During the first weeks there, amid repeated 
suppression operations, I was taken with a group of 
detainees in a degrading manner to a place far from 
the cameras—a passage between sections. We were 
stripped completely. Soldiers brought dogs that 
climbed on us and urinated on me. Then one of the 
dogs raped me—the dog did it deliberately, knowing 
exactly what it was doing, [...] while the soldiers 
kept beating and torturing us and spraying pepper 
spray in our faces. The dog’s assault lasted about 
three minutes; the overall suppression lasted about 
three hours. […] I suffered a severe psychological 
breakdown and deep humiliation; I lost control 
because I could never have imagined experiencing 
such a thing.”

A.A.
a 35-year-old Palestinian man and father 
who was arrested while at Al-Shifa Hospital 
in Gaza City in March 2024, testified about 
rape by a trained dog, orchestrated by Israeli 
torturers, inside the Sde Tieman torture camp.9

© Breaking the Silence via AP
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© WAFA
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Israeli Rape and  
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02

Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) torturers 
systematically use sexual violence and rape against 
Palestinians held hostage in Israeli torture chambers 
and during their attacks on the besieged Gaza Strip 
and occupied West Bank.10 

There has also been increased sexual violence from 
illegal Israeli settlers towards Palestinians living in 
the occupied West Bank.11

Israeli acts of sexual violence are motivated by 
extreme racism towards the Palestinian people and a 
desire to dehumanise, humiliate, and punish them.12

Israeli torturers have photographed Palestinian 
women, including pregnant women, in degrading 
positions, including in their underwear in front 
of male soldiers, subjected them to repeated and 
invasive strip searches, and threatened to rape or 
actually raped them.13

Similarly, they have photographed and filmed 
Palestinian men and boys in degrading circumstances 
while being subjected to sexual violation, including 
forced public nudity, stripping, rape, and sexual 
assault, and threatened to rape their female family 
members.14 

One abominable instance is the rape and torture of Dr. 
Adnan Al-Bursh - an orthopaedic surgeon and head of 
orthopedics at Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, where 
he was abducted from.15 He was later murdered in the 
Israeli torture chamber known as Ofer Prison.16

Israelis have systematically raped and sexually 
assaulted Palestinian men held hostage in Israeli 
torture chambers, including through the use of 
electrical probes to cause burns to the anus, as well 
as the insertion of objects, such as fingers, sticks, 
broomsticks and vegetables, into hostages’ genitalia.17 

Israeli torturers and settlers also sexually abuse 
Palestinian children as young as 14.18 

In 2021, when the NGO Defense for Children - 
Palestine (DCI-P) exposed that an IOF torturer had 
physically and sexually assaulted a 15-year-old 
Palestinian boy in Israeli custody, DCI-P’s office 
was raided by Israeli authorities.19 The NGO was 
stripped of its equipment and labelled a “terrorist 
organisation”.20 

The violence of IOF soldiers increasingly also 
includes sexual acts intended to feminise or shame 
not only the victim but the Palestinian community as 
a whole, in an increasing trend to photograph or film 
these acts.21 For example, IOF soldiers committing 
genocide in the besieged Gaza Strip repeatedly filmed 
themselves going through Palestinian women’s 
underwear and making sexual comments about the 
undergarments.22



9  |  PALESTINE - ISRAELI RAPE CULTURE  |  FEBRUARY 2026

“I cannot describe what I felt; I wished for 
death every moment. After they raped me, I 
was left alone in the same room, hands still 
cuffed to the bed and without clothes for 
many hours. I could hear the soldiers outside 
speaking Hebrew and laughing. Later, I was 
raped again vaginally. I screamed, but they 
beat me whenever I tried to resist. After more 
than an hour, I’m not sure about the time, a 
masked soldier entered, removed my blindfold, 
lifted his face covering; he had white skin and 
was tall. He asked if I spoke English; I said 
no. He said he was Russian and ordered me to 
masturbate his penis. I refused, and he hit me 
in the face after raping me.”

N.A.
a 42-year-old Palestinian woman and 
mother who was arrested while passing 
through an Israeli checkpoint set up in 
northern Gaza in November 2024.23

© AP
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© Younes Tirawi
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In a similar vein to Orientalist fetishisation, Israelis 
are obsessed with Palestinian sexuality and sexual 
norms, and continuously use sexual degradation as a 
weapon of occupation.24 

In 2002, when IOF soldiers occupied Palestinian TV 
stations, they aired pornography on local channels.25 

There is also extensive evidence of the IOF exploiting 
Palestinian LGBTQ+ people by blackmailing them 
into becoming informants through threatening to 
reveal their sexual orientation to their communities.26 

During Israel’s genocide in the besieged Gaza Strip, 
IOF soldiers have proudly filmed themselves playing 
with, wearing, and stealing Palestinian women’s 
underwear, and have even exposed themselves in 
front of Palestinians in the besieged Gaza Strip, 
walking naked on the streets.27 

These acts break Article 27 of the Geneva 
Conventions, which states that civilians are entitled to 
respect for their honour, family rights, manners and 
customs, and must be protected against insults and 
public curiosity, and that women must be especially 
protected against any attack on their honour.28 

IOF soldiers have also dressed store mannequins in 
the besieged Gaza Strip in lingerie and taken photos 
with them in sexual poses.29 
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“In recent weeks, PCHR staff collected new 
testimonies from a number of Palestinian 
detainees from the Gaza Strip who were recently 
released from Israeli prisons and detention 
camps. These accounts reveal an organised and 
systematic practice of sexual torture, including 
rape, forced stripping, forced filming, sexual 
assault using objects and dogs, in addition to 
deliberate psychological humiliation aimed at 
crushing human dignity and erasing individual 
identity entirely. PCHR affirms that the 
testimonies do not reflect isolated incidents  
but constitute a systematic policy practised in  
the context of the ongoing crime of genocide 
against more than two million Palestinians in  
the Gaza Strip.”

The Palestinian Centre 
for Human Rights.30

© PCHR
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© The Times
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Jeffery Epstein: A Mossad 
Agent’s Sexual Depravity

04

The Epstein files illustrate the extent of sexual 
depravity routinely practiced by the most powerful, 
and how increasingly accepted these horrific acts 
were among the elite. In this vein, Epstein’s links to 
the Zionist state are not surprising.

Epstein worked to secure Israeli interests financially, 
diplomatically, and militarily, facilitating meetings 
between Israeli officials and lobbyists with other 
world leaders and financiers.31

An FBI memo produced by the bureau’s Los Angeles 
field office in October 2020 reported that one of 
its sources had come to believe Epstein “was a co-
opted Mossad agent”.32 The document stated that he 
had been “trained as a spy” for Israel’s intelligence 
service.33 

Robert Maxwell, a British newspaper tycoon 
who was the father of Epstein’s girlfriend and co-
conspirator Ghislaine Maxwell, is also believed to 
have been linked to Israeli intelligence.34 

Epstein had a particularly close relationship with the 
Eastern European former Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud 
Barak, who he told to look into Palantir, an analytics 
company which today enables Israel’s AI-driven 
targeted massacres of Palestinians in the besieged 
Gaza Strip.35

In a 2018 email exchange, Epstein wrote to Ehud 
Barak, “You should make clear that I don’t work for 
Mossad”, adding a smiley face emoji to the end of the 
message, as if in jest. Barak responded with a series 
of emojis, including a thumbs up, tongue sticking out, 
lightning bolt, and an Israeli flag.36

Epstein’s email correspondence also shows his 
extensive contact with senior Ehud Barak aide and 
Israeli military intelligence Yoni Koren, who made 
regular stays at Epstein’s New York residence and 
whose cancer treatment in 2012 Epstein seems to 
have paid for.37 

The Epstein files note Epstein’s role in forging 
relations between Israel and the UAE, Mongolia, 
Russia, India, and Côte d’Ivoire.38

Epstein also funded multiple organisations supporting 
the Israeli occupation, including Friends of the Israeli 
Defence Forces (FIDF) and the settler organisation 
the Jewish National Fund (JNF), and had extensive 
ties to members of Israel’s overseas intelligence 
services.39 

In 2006, through Epstein’s COUQ Foundation,  
he provided at least $25,000 to FIDF and $15,000 to 
the JNF.40 
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“Together with 50 other 
detainees, we were ordered 
to walk, barefoot and in 
underwear, to the end of the 
road […] One female soldier 
instructed two boys to dance 
while in their underwear. 
She recorded a video of 
them, and they all laughed.”

Man detained in December, 
Beit Lahia, Gaza.41

© Ramadan Abed, Reuters
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© Petros Karadijas, AP
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	 2017

	 2018

	 2019

	 2021

	 2023

	 2024

	 2025

	� Colombian police arrested three individuals 
following the rape of an American women, in 
a fishing town that Israeli former soldiers had 
turned into a sex and drug den.43

	� Three Israelis were arrested in Colombia for 
their role in a sex-trafficking network that 
preyed on women and girls in Cartagena, 
particularly Venezeulan migrants.44

	� 12 Israeli tourists gang raped a 19-year-old 
British woman at a Cyprus resort.45 There 
was a convenient miscarriage of justice and 
the 12 Israelis returned to Israel and have 
never been charged.46

	� Two Israeli men raped a German tourist in 
Crete.47

	 An Israeli man raped a woman in Mexico.49

	� An Israeli man raped a British woman in  
Greece and filmed by three of his friends.48

	�
	� Five Israeli men were arrested facing charges 

of abduction, assault, and rape after forcing a 
woman into a hotel room and raping her at a 
resort in Ayia Napa in 2023.50 The court case was 
once again mishandled and the men were able to 
return to Israel without charge.51

	� Guatemalan authorities rescued 160 minors 
from a farm run by Lev Tahor, an ultra-
Orthodox Jewish sect, after prosecutors 
alleged widespread sexual and physical 
abuse.53 

	� An Israeli tourist sexually assaulted a Finnish 
women in Thailand.54 

	� Colombian authorities rescued 17 minors 
from members of the ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
sect Lev Tahor.55 Lev Tahor has been under 
investigation for years across several 
countries — including Mexico, Canada, 
Guatemala and now Colombia — over 
allegations ranging from forced pregnancies 
to child mistreatment and rape.56 

Israeli tourists frequently commit rape and gang rape abroad. Israelis who commit rape and sexual violence 
abroad are often protected by the Israeli government to prevent their prosecution.42

Israelis who have committed gang rape abroad have received a hero’s welcome upon their return to Israel.57 
For example, in 2019 and 2023, groups of Israeli men gang raped two women in Cyprus in separate incidents.58 
They were met at Ben-Gurion Airport by crowds chanting ‘Israeli pride!’.59 
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“They ordered all of us, 
men and women, to take off 
our clothes and to continue 
walking, ordering us to only 
look forward. I was walking 
naked between the tanks, not 
even wearing underwear. An 
Israeli soldier spit in my face. 
I forced myself not to react as 
I knew they would break every 
bone in my body if I did.”

© Euro=Med Human Rights Monitor

A Palestinian man evacuating 
through Salah al-Din Street 
in the besieged Gaza Strip.60
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© The Jewish Independent
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Israel: a Haven for Wanted 
Paedophiles and Rapists

06

Israel has long been a safe haven for Jewish sexual 
predators and paedophiles from the US, Australia, the 
UK, and the Netherlands.61 

Many of them are granted asylum there after fleeing 
prosecution in their country of origin.62 

The issue is so prevalent that there is even an 
American organisation, Jewish Community Watch 
(JCW), established in 2014 to track accused 
paedophiles who fled to Israel to escape prosecution.63 

Since 2014, over 60 wanted paedophiles have fled 
from the US to Israel to evade arrest.64 

This is because, in the words of a child sex abuse 
worker in occupied Palestine, “Sex offenders tend to 
move from country to country to avoid jail, but what 
makes Israel unique is the Law of Return, which 
essentially grants unhindered access to anyone who is 
Jewish to come here without any real screening.”65 

Notable rapists and paedophiles who have fled to 
Israel include: 

•	� Malka Leifer, the former principal of a religious 
girls’ school in Melbourne, who evaded charges 
by Australian authorities for sexually assaulting 
eight of her students for almost 10 years by 
fleeing to Israel.66

•	� Jimmy Julius Karow, who fled to Israel before 
US authorities could charge him with sexually 
assaulting a 9-year-old girl.67 He continued to 
sexually assault and rape Israeli children.68

•	� Andrés Roemer, a Mexican-Israeli writer and 
former diplomat, is charged with multiple 
allegations of rape and sexual abuse in 
Mexico.69 Although several women have 
brought rape cases against him in Mexico, 
and the Mexican authorities have sought his 
extradition from Israel, he remains in Israel 
until now.70

Paedophilia and rape is particularly prevalent in 
the Jewish Ultra-Orthodox community, with a 
“significantly higher proportion” of cases.71 
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“I was lying on the floor, completely 
naked. The soldiers demanded 
that I kiss the Israeli flag, but I 
refused so they beat me severely 
and kicked me on the genitals. I 
vomited as a result. I was in pain 
and my testicles were swollen and 
bruised from the beating. I lost 
consciousness for a short period of 
time and woke up again to realize 
they were still beating me.”

© Reuters

Palestinian male held 
hostage in Negev torture 
chamber in Israel.72
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© Tsafrir Abayov, AP
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Sexual violence is rampant throughout Israeli society, 
particularly amongst members of the IOF and senior 
Israeli officials.73

Rape cases have risen by over 40 percent between 
2014 and 2017 in Israeli society, with an average of 
260 rape cases being filed daily in ‘Israel’, with over 
60 percent of victims being minors.74 

Most complaints are not investigated by police - 
over 80% of sex offense cases in ‘Israel’ are closed 
without action.75 

Gang rapes are a common feature of Israeli life. In 
one particularly awful case in Eilat in 2020 a 16-year-
old was raped by 30 men who reportedly stood in line 
waiting for their turn.76 

Amid a rise in high-profile gang rape cases in Israeli 
schools, most victims (63%) of reported gang rapes in 
2018 were girls between the ages of 12 and 18.77 

When surveyed, most Israeli men (60 percent) said 
forced sex with an acquaintance is not rape, as do 40 
percent of Israeli women, demonstrating the Israeli 
public’s tolerant attitude to rape by an acquaintance.78 

In 2001, former Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai was convicted of sexually assaulting two 
women.79 

In 2010, former Israeli president Moshe Katsav was 
imprisoned for raping a female subordinate when he 
was a cabinet minister in the 1990s.80 The court also 
held him guilty of sexually assaulting two women 
while serving as the country’s president.81 

In 2016, Israeli military officer Ofek Buchris, who 
was projected as a role model and future head of the 
Israeli army, faced indictment for sodomising and 
sexually assaulting two female subordinates between 
2010 and 2012.82 

In 2025, Shoshana Strook, the daughter of fascist 
Israeli settlements minister Orit Strook, accused her 
parents and one of her brothers of raping her as a 
child, and published a video alleging that they filmed 
her rape for use as child pornography.83 

A 2022 investigation found that at least one out of 
every four female officers in the Israeli Prison Service 
and police units had been sexually harassed at least 
once.84 

Despite this, the IOF released disturbing data in 2020, 
revealing that the indictment rate for sexual assaults 
within the military establishment stood at a mere  
2 percent.85 

In 2019, IOF military tribunals had received 1542 
complaints of sexual assaults, including rapes and 
sodomy.86 Of these, only 31 cases were deemed 
serious enough for investigation, with the rest being 
dismissed.87 



24  |  PALESTINE - ISRAELI RAPE CULTURE  |  FEBRUARY 2026

“They treated us like 
carpets. They stepped on 
us. I lost sense of where 
I was from the beating. 
The [IOF] dog mounted 
me and raped me. […] I 
begged, screamed, tried to 
tense my body to stop it.”

© ABC

A Palestinian father from the occupied 
West Bank who was detained months 
after Israel’s genocide in the besieged 
Gaza Strip began.88
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© The Telegraph
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Western Media Bias
08

Ignoring Israel’s links to Epstein
Despite the mountain of evidence that Jeffery Epstein was a Mossad agent working for Israel, Western media 
has refused to report on and even discredited the fact that his child sex trafficking was used by Israel to exert 
control and blackmail influential individuals – instead focusing on non-existent links to Russia.

Conspiracy Theories Only Flourish  
With More Epstein Evidence

DOJ files reveal Jeffrey Epstein’s  
efforts to build Russian ties

One thing we know:  
Epstein was no Mossad agent

Epstein Files Reveal Efforts to Build 
Ties With Officials in Russia
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Western Media Bias continued...	

Manufacturing false narratives of sexual assault on 7 October 2023,  
whilst ignoring Israeli sexual violence
Western media has continued to report on widely discredited false myths about rape and sexual violence 
during the 7 October Palestinian resistance operation in order to manufacture consent for Israel’s genocide in 
the besieged Gaza Strip, whilst simultaneously failing to report on and downplaying well-documented Israeli 
sexual violence.’

‘Screams Without Words’: How Hamas 
Weaponized Sexual Violence on Oct. 7

Israeli Hostage Says She Was Sexually 
Assaulted and Tortured in Gaza

What to Know About the Legal Scandal 
in Israel Over Accusations of Abuse
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“The soldiers later pulled the young 
man sitting to my right, forced him 
to sleep on the ground, and tied 
his hands and feet. Suddenly, the 
occupation soldiers let loose trained 
police dogs on the young man, who 
was subjected to [rape]. Throughout 
the entire ordeal I endured, this was 
among the most awful things that  
I witnessed. Everything was a lot  
[to go through], and this was just one 
more [incident] added to the heap  
of torments.”

© MEE

Fadi Saif al-Din Bakr 
a Palestinian lawyer who was 
held hostage in Israeli torture 
chambers for 45 days.89
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