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“This is a campaign by the Zionists to
remove, especially, Muslims from public
life. So, there are tons of complaints
made to the General Medical Council
about doctors, to disciplinary panels

by solicitors, to lawyers, and to all sorts
of other professional bodies. This is an
attempt to drive Muslims out of public
life because Muslims are much more
likely to raise the question of Palestine.
We need to see this not just in the context
of ideas about censorship. but indeed in
terms of [...] a witchhunt against anyone
who will talk about Palestinian rights.”

Professor David Miller'

© Bristol 247
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The UK Government’s
Witch Hunt Against
Palestine Advocates

Across all aspects of society, the UK government
and politicians have launched a wholescale witch
hunt against Palestinians and advocates of Palestine
by repeatedly associating support for Palestinian
liberation with terrorism and antisemitism.?

This discrimination has also extended to the UK’s
national broadcaster, the BBC, which has uncritically
reproduced both the government’s and Israeli
narratives surrounding Palestine advocacy to

ensure the dissemination of disinformation and
misunderstanding amongst the UK public.?

Consequently, the UK government has increasingly
emboldened pro-Israeli lobby groups to launch
smear campaigns against Palestine advocates across
all sectors of society, and has repeatedly spoken

out in favour of these complaints, putting pressure
on regulatory bodies to investigate clearly false
allegations.*

This sustained campaign of discrimination and
repression has escalated with the government’s
classification of Palestine Action and direct

action activists for Palestine as terrorists — despite
widespread criticism from human rights organisations
and the public — and even manipulating the court
system in order to enforce terrorism sentences against
activists without the oversight of a jury.’

Combined, this concerted, institutionalised effort

to criminalise, deplatform, and defame advocates

of Palestine amounts to state terrorism by the UK
against those campaigning for Palestinian rights,
intended to force them into silence and prevent other
figures from speaking out, as well as reduce public
awareness and understanding of Israel’s genocide in
Palestine.®



“The Elbit four will be l1abelled

as “terrorists” because they were
convicted, in substance, of a quasi-
terrorist offence that was never
charged, never put to the jury, and
never proven by the prosecution.

The jurors who found them guilty of
criminal damage had no idea their
verdict would be treated as a verdict
on terrorism. The prosecution was
not required to establish the terrorist
connection beyond reasonable doubt,
or (o any standard at all.”

Geoffery Roberson KC
founding head of Doughty Street Chambers.’

© Doughty Street Chambers
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Sentencing the Filton 25

as Terrorists

The UK government has retrospectively weaponised
their proscription of the direct action group Palestine
Action in order to sentence members of the Filton
25 as terrorists, despite the organisation not being
proscribed at the time of their action against Elbit
Systems, Israel’s largest weapons producer.®

On 12 June 2026, a UK court decided to sentence
four members of the Filton 25 as terrorists for
saving lives by destroying killer drones destined to
join the genocidal arsenal of the Israeli Occupation
Forces (IOF).°

Fatema, Lottie, Ellie, and Sam were sentenced

for between five and eight years by Justice Johnson,
despite the jury who convicted them of criminal
damage not being made aware that they would be
sentenced as terrorists. '’

Ordinarily, an offence of criminal damage would only
result in a fine or sentence of around 18 months."

The prosecution was not required to establish

the terrorist connection beyond reasonable doubt,
or to any standard at all.'* The ruling is, in this
sense, entirely the personal political decision of
Justice Johnson. !

Upon their release, the defendants will be classified as
terrorists, forcing them to notify police of possession
of any new electronic device, bank account, email
address, or car registration for up to 15 years."* Any
mistake or failure to comply could result in them
being sent back to prison."

The UK government’s repeated terrorising of the
Filton 25 is intended to have a chilling effect on
direct action in the UK that attempts to undermine the
IOF’s genocide in Palestine.!®



“The principle of the Elbit
Four case is larger than they
are. The British state has
redefined civil disobedience
as terrorism - lengthening
sentences, stripping prison
privileges. and marking
dissenters for life — as a
result of a finding made in
secret by a judge.”

Geoffery Roberson KC
founding head of Doughty Street Chambers.!’
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Attacks on

Healthcare Workers

Dr Ghassan Abu Sittah

Dr Ghassan Abu Sittah is a renowned British
Palestinian doctor specialising in reconstructive plastic
surgery and war-related injuries, who has volunteered
to provide medical treatment in various warzones,
including Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, and the
besieged Gaza Strip — both during the current genocide
and in previous Israeli attacks.'®

Following his lifesaving work with Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) in Al-Awda, Al-Shifa, and Al-Ahli
hospitals in the besieged Gaza Strip for 43 days from
9 October 2023, the pro-Israel lobby group UK
Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI) submitted a complaint
to the General Medical Council (GMC) that Dr Abu

Sittah had “impaired his fitness to practice” due to
an article he had authored in Lebanese newspaper A/
Akhbar and tweets he had reposted.”

For almost a year, the GMC continued to entertain this
clear witch hunt against him, before finally concluding
that neither his article nor reposts supported violence,
terrorism, or antisemitism, nor had the intention to do
s0.%

This sustained harassment also included legal efforts
to block him from travelling in the Schengen Area, as
well as his GMC case.?!

Dr Rahmeh Aladwan

Dr Rahmeh Aladwan, a British-Palestinian-Jordanian
NHS doctor, has been subjected to a relentless Zionist
smear campaign.?

She will stand trial in 2027 for tweeting “I don’t
condemn Hamas. [ don’t condemn October 7.

I condemn the existence of Israel”, among other
social media posts. She has also been accused of
using “threatening or abusive insulting words”
at a Palestine protest in London.?

Dr Aladwan has been suspended from practising until
the outcome of her trial. She has also been referred
twice by the GMC to medical tribunals intended to
prevent her from working, despite receiving zero
patient complaints in her years of medical practice.?*

Dr Aladwan was directly targeted by pro-Isracl MP
and Health Secretary Wes Streeting, who said her
“sickening comments” had no place in the NHS “and
action needs to be taken to root the evil of racism
out”.® Streeting also said he would overhaul the way
medical regulators investigate cases of antisemitism.*

Dr Nadeem Crowe

Dr Nadeem Crowe is a British-Jordanian A&E

doctor who was suspended mid-shift from working

at an NHS Trust for his anti-Zionist posts on X that
compared Israel to the Nazis and expressed support for
Palestinians, after a colleague complained about his
social media posts.?’

His suspension was lifted after two days, but he has
stopped working at the hospital after feeling that he
could not trust his colleagues.?
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Attacks on Healthcare Workers

Dr Ranjeet Brar

On 6 April 2026, Dr Ranjeet Brar, director of Right

to Protest Limited, was suspended by King’s College
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, for a statement made
against Israel’s illegal war on Iran and genocide,
during his speech at a memorial event for 186 primary
schoolchildren murdered in a ‘double tap’ strike on a
school in Minab, Iran.”

Dr Brar has brought a judicial review to challenge how
the non-statutory IHRA definition of antisemitism has
been adopted and applied within the NHS and other
public bodies.”!

The High Court challenge raises issues of
constitutional importance, including freedom of
expression, procedural fairness, equality and non-
discrimination, and the proper limits of relying on non-
statutory guidance in public decision-making.®?

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital

In February 2023, UKLFI launched a complaint
against an display of artwork by Palestinian
children in the besieged Gaza Strip at Chelsea and
Westminster Hospital %

The display of decorated plates, designed by

children at two United Nations schools in Gaza and
accompanied by brief explanations, was on show at the
entrance to the children’s outpatients department.?’

The complaint ridiculously suggested that the
display made Jewish patients feel “vulnerable,
harassed and victimised”.®®

The display was permanently removed a few
days later.¥
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“My immediate thoughts are with my patients

in Beirut, whom I was forced to leave in order

to attend these proceedings. I have spent my
entire medical career treating the victims of war
and political violence. |...] I can tell you what a
child’s face looks like when half of it has been
blown away, and what it means to spend an entire
night amputating the limbs of children in an
overcrowded hospital.

This complaint forms part of a broader lawfare
strategy which aims to instrumentalise the
regulatory processes to intimidate, silence, and
exhaust those who speak out against injustice in
Palestine. This was the second complaint made
against me to the GMC by UK Lawyers for Israel,
and the tenth complaint made by them overall.”

Dr Ghassan Abu Sittah

following the successful outcome
of his GMC tribunal.?

© Ghassan Abu Sittah Children’s Fund
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Attacks on Academics

Dr Shahd Abusalama

In 2022, Palestinian academic Dr Shahd Abusalama
faced a witch hunt by Zionists following her hiring by
Sheffield Hallam University.*

Just three days into her employment, the university
launched an investigation into comments Dr
Abusalama made on social media in which she
defended a first-year student who had made a poster
using the phrase “stop the Palestinian Holocaust™.3!
Colleagues mounted a campaign in defence of Dr
Abusalama, and the investigation was dropped shortly
after it began.*

Later that year, another false allegation of antisemitism
was made against Dr Abusalama, which was also
found to be without evidence.*

This targeted campaign was also advanced by the
Jewish Chronicle, which attempted to smear her
decades-old tweets and depict her as a ‘terrorist’
sympathiser.**

A senior university official then went to the Jewish
Chronicle to address her case, despite a confidentiality
agreement being signed between Dr Abusalama and
the university when she left her post.*

Professor David Miller

David Miller was a professor of Political Sociology
at the University of Bristol who was targeted by a
concerted effort from groups and individuals opposed
to his anti-Zionist views, which attempted to smear
him as antisemitic.

The smear campaign began after Professor Miller
delivered a lecture on Islamophobia, arguing that

the Zionist movement was one of five pillars driving
Islamophobia in the UK, and escalated after he took
part in an online event in 2021 entitled “Building

the Campaign for Free Speech.”” Professor Miller
critiqued Zionist movements and linked Jewish
student groups in the UK to political agendas aligned
with Israel.*®

He was subjected to a discriminatory and unfair
misconduct proceedings that led to his dismissal from
the university.*

After taking the university to court for unfair and
wrongful dismissal, an employment tribunal ruled in
Professor Miller’s favour.*

Notably, the tribunal found that Professor Miller’s
anti-Zionist beliefs qualified as a “philosophical belief
and a protected characteristic” under the Equality Act
2010.* This was the first time that anti-Zionism was
established as a protected belief under UK law, setting
an important precedent for later legal cases.*

The tribunal also found that Professor Miller was
subject to “direct discrimination” from the university
over its decision to terminate his employment.*



“Increasing pressure
on supporters of [the]
Palestinian cause Is

an attempt to silence
legitimate criticism.
It’s an attempt to try
and get us to stop
scrutinizing the actions
of the Israeli state.”

Brendan Ciaran Browne

Assistant professor at Trinity College Dublin.*
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Attacks on Students

SOAS 2

The SOAS 2 were arrested for speeches delivered at SOAS University students’ Palestine protest, in which they
defended Palestinians’ right to resistance, days after Israel began its genocide in the besieged Gaza Strip.*

After Zionist X accounts urged the Metropolitan Police to act and submitted a formal complaint, they were
arrested and face up to 14 years imprisonment.*

LSE 7

Seven students from LSE were suspended and banned from campus following campus protests against LSE’s
complicity in Israel’s genocide in the besieged Gaza Strip.” LSE singled out seven of the participating students,
banned them from campus, and initiated disciplinary proceedings against them.* Many of these students were
forced to defer their studies as a result.*

Usama Ghanem
Usama Ghanem is a second year Egyptian student from King’s College London (KCL), who has been targeted for
his participation in Palestine protests and encampments.>

He was singled out in a complaint from the pro-Israel lobby group Campaign Against Antisemitism, who
demanded that KCL suspend and discipline him for his role in the protests.”'

He was suspended from studying for a year, and may be suspended indefinitely, which would place his visa in
jeopardy and force him to return to Egypt, where he and his family have faced torture and political persecution.’?

Dana Abuqamar

In December 2023, Dana Abuqamar, a 19-year-old Palestinian law student who had 15 family members killed in
the Gaza genocide, had her student visa revoked due to her public statements at a pro-Palestine protest.*

In October 2024, Abugamar won her appeal against the Home Office’s decision to revoke her visa.>*



“We see in Palestine what the
Zionists want to do with academia
l...] and we see that is the context
for all of the attacks they’ve been
making over many years in the
West, and of course in the UK. This
is a live issue, which is having a
deeper and deeper effect in the
UK. in terms of people’s jobs lost,
students expelled, visas denied.
There is a dramatic increase

in pressure on academics and
students in universities.”

Professor David Miller s

© Ben Birchall, PA
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Altacks on Arts
and Media Figures

Misan Harriman

In May 2026, pro-Israel lobby groups including the
Campaign Against Antisemitism launched a witch hunt
to sack the Chair of the Southbank Centre and Oscar-
nominated photographer, Misan Harriman, for his anti-
Zionist beliefs and Palestine advocacy.*

Following complaints made by the Campaign
Against Antisemitism, Britain’s Zionist media outlets
intensified the smear campaign, with their allegations
amplified by The Telegraph, GB News, The Daily
Mail, The Daily Express, and The Jewish Chronicle. >’

A record 80,000+ people submitted complaints to a
UK media watchdog against right-wing media outlets
for their smear campaign.™

This was followed by further smear attempts by
Reform Party Shadow Chancellor Robert Jenrick and
Labour MP David Taylor, who both suggested that he
should be removed from his position at the Southbank
Centre.”

Matthew Collings

In May 2026, Matthew Collings’ art exhibition,
Drawings Against Genocide, was cancelled after a
complaint by UK Lawyers for Israel (UKFLI) that the
images were antisemitic, despite a police force finding
no evidence this was the case.®

The smear campaign was also promoted by Sunday
Telegraph columnist Zoe Strimpl, who also promoted
this fictitious narrative of antisemitism on GB News.®!

Gary Lineker

Gary Lineker, a former England football player and
long-time presenter of popular UK football show,
Match of the Day, was forced to leave the BBC after
sharing a social media post against Zionism that pro-
Israel groups falsely labelled antisemitic.®

This followed previous witch hunts against Lineker for
supporting refugees and criticising the government’s
asylum policy, following which he was suspended
from presenting.® Prior to stepping down, he had

also signed an open letter to the BBC, alongside over
500 other high-profile individuals, urging the BBC

to reinstate its documentary on Gaza that had been
scrapped from iPlayer.*



“Since art and culture have
the potential of reaching
larger audiences. they
would be a strategic target
for those actors sustaining
Israel’s genocide and settler
colonialism, to make sure
Palestine is erased, and

no one is talking about
genocide or challenging
complicity in it.”

$J ELsc

Anna Ost

Senior legal officer at the European
Legal Support Center (ELSC).%

European Legal Support Center

©©©©©
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Attacks on Lawyers

Rajiv Menon KC

Rajiv Menon KC is the barrister acting in defence
of one of the first six of the Filton 25 activists to
face trial, and has been subjected to unprecedented
disciplinary procedures after informing the jury of
their own rights.®

In his closing speech, Menon, who represented one
of the activists, told the jury about the Bushell case,
a landmark ruling from 1670 which established the
independence of juries.®’

He read from a plaque at the Old Bailey
commemorating the jury in that case, saying “it
established the right of juries to give their verdict
according to their convictions”.®

Justice Johnson had warned defence barristers not to
tell the jury that they could reach a verdict according
to their conscience, a principle known as jury equity,
even though it is their right to do so.%

Johnson has referred Menon to contempt proceedings
for a second time after the original proceedings

were thrown out of court, in a deliberate attempt to
intimidate barristers in criminal cases.”

Ousman Noor

The Bar Standards Board, upon demands made by
UK Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI) have relied on the
Terrorism Act to attempt to prosecute barrister Ousman

Noor after he published a legal analysis of Hezbollah’s
rights enshrined under international law to armed
resistance against the genocidal state of Israel.”!
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Attacks on Lawyers

Fahad Ansari

In retaliation for carrying out his lawful professional
duties as a lawyer, representing Hamas in the group’s
application for de-proscription under Section 4 of
the Terrorism Act 2000, the UK state has harassed,
intimidated, and abused counter-terrorism powers
against lawyer Fahad Ansari.”

The Shadow Secretary of State for Justice also took
to social media where he accused Mr. Ansari of
supporting terrorism and brought his legal reputation
into disrepute, with his comments being widely
publicised in various news outlets.”

The Shadow Attorney General also made similar
comments on social media. On 6 August 2025, Mr.
Ansari was stopped and detained by officers of North
Wales Police under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act
2000 in a deliberately targeted attack.”™

During the stop, officers seized Mr. Ansari’s work
phone from his car, despite it containing legally
privileged and highly sensitive material relating to

his national-security and civil-liberties practice.”” He
was compelled to provide the passcode under threat of
arrest.”

The device was retained for seven days, during

which the entirety of its contents—more than 23,000
files—was downloaded.”” 95% of the phone’s contents
contained legally privileged or otherwise protected
material — of which the police were aware — including
communications with clients, witnesses, counsel,
experts, journalists and human-rights defenders; case
files; images and voice notes.”

The following day, while the phone remained in police
custody, an attempt was made to access a child family
member’s phone via parental-control links associated
with the seized device.”

Mr. Ansari has issued a legal challenge against the
decision to detain him and seize his phone. The High
Court has granted the police permission to both rely
on secret material and to not disclose the allegations
against Mr. Ansari to him or his lawyers, thereby
completely undermining the principles of due process
and the rule of law.?* However, a risk assessment
document disclosed by the police falsely identified
Mr. Ansari as a member of Hamas, something the
police now claim was an error.?!

The police have recently confirmed they have
concluded their examination of the contents of the
phone and are prepared to delete it but concerns
persist that the process is not capable of protecting the
confidentiality of client communications, particularly
the risk of disclosure of sensitive contacts information
that may endanger individuals’ safety.®

Indeed, the UK state’s mistreatment and intimidation
of Mr. Ansari was so severe that five UN Special
Rapporteurs raised their concerns over Mr. Ansari’s
detention and treatment in a letter to the UK
government on 4 February 2026.%3



“I’'ve organised for Black Lives
Matter, championed women’s
rights, LGBTQ+ rights,
transgender protections, and for
the Ukrainians during the war,

and no one has had a problem
until I started speaking out against
Israel’s genocide in Palestine.

Truth itself is on the line; just
because these right-wing and
frankly racist newspapers scream
the loudest, it does not mean it is
the truth.”

Misan Harriman
Chair of the Southbank Centre.?*

© Anadolu, Getty Images
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© The Telegraph

NHS doctor charged with inviting support for
Hamas

Dr Rahmeh Aladwan arrested at her home in Gloucestershire for breaching police bail conditions

Samuel Montgomery
ﬁ Mews Reporter

goraf topics including

aftairs and paolitics.
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Western Media Bias

Smear Campaigns against Pro-Palestine Figures

Western media outlets have conducted smear campaigns against dozens of pro-Palestine figures and professionals in
the UK, amplifying Zionist propaganda and failing in their duty to journalistic integrity.

The Telegraph

Arts Council-funded venue chief
shares Golders Green ‘conspiracy’

BB [ NEWS

Bristol University: Politicians urge
action over professor's comments

The Telegraph

Southbank Centre chief ‘compares
Reform victory to Holocaust’
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Western Media Bias continued...

ElEEd NEWS

Lineker to leave BBC sooner than
planned after antisemitism row

The Telegraph

Academic reported to police
after saying ‘Zionist’ Jewish
schools should be ‘put to an end’

b

Gary Lineker’'s BBC exit confirmed
after antisemitism row




Western Media Bias continued...

The Telegraph

Southbank chief in anti-Semitism
row to stand down a year early

The Telegraph

Southbank chief in fresh row over
‘anti-Semitic’ conspiracy theory
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“The demon at the top of what is going on in Palestine

is the same one fueling the hellscapes in Sudan, Congo.
Haiti, and Yemen. It is the same patriarchal, hyper-
violent, capitalist, neocolonial framework that forces

us to fight for collective liberation around the world

[...] When you see photographs of the Grenfell protests
beside those of Palestine, you begin to understand that

it is the same greed...the same folly of man, that allowed
people to burn alive in central London while children are
being sniped by grown men in Gaza.

...] Unfortunately, however, few in the art world are
willing to speak openly about anything beyond the
mainstream. Issues like anti-Arab hate, toxic patriarchy,
or extractive capitalism rarely appear in major
exhibitions. I’s a sad reality, one that makes clear how
much systemic work still needs to be done. As Nina
Simone once said, art should reflect the times we live

in. Anything else is just entertainment...And I have no
interest in entertaining people when the world is on fire.”

Misan Harriman
Chair of the Southbank Centre.?®

© The Art Newspaper
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